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SHOPPING____
That puts added pressure on brick-and-mortar stores,
which can make up to 40 percent of their annual revenue
during the holiday shopping season, to give consumers a
compelling reason to leave their homes.
That’s becoming more difficult: the National Retail Federation, an industry trade group, estimates that overall sales in
November and December will rise 4.1 percent this year to
$586.1 billion, below last year’s 5.6 percent growth.
But the online part of that is expected to rise 15 percent
to $68.4 billion, according to Forrester Research.
As a result, brick-and-mortar retailers have been trying
everything they can to lure consumers into stores.
Some stores tested the earlier hours last year, but this year
more retailers opened their doors late on Thanksgiving or at
midnight on Black Friday.
In addition to expanding their hours, many also are offering
free layaways and shipping, matching the cheaper prices of
online rivals and updating their mobile shopping apps with
more information.
“Every retailer wants to beat everyone else,” said C. Britt
Beemer, chairman of America’s Research Group, a research
firm based in Charleston, S.C. “Shoppers love it.”

Bridal Selections

DROUGHT__
The drought also has been
intensifying in Kansas, the top
U.S. producer of winter wheat.
It also is entirely covered by
drought, and the area in the
worst stage rose nearly 4 percentage points to 34.5 percent
as of Tuesday. Much of that
increase was in southern Kansas, where rainfall has been 25
percent of normal over the past
half year.
After a summer in which
farmers watched helpless as
their corn dried up in the heat
and their soybeans became
stunted, many are now worrying about their winter wheat.
It has come up at a rate on
par with non-drought years,
but the quality of the drop
doesn’t look good, according
to the USDA. Nearly onequarter of the winter wheat that
germinated is in poor or very
poor condition, an increase
of 2 percentage points from
the previous week and 9 percentage points worse than the
same time in 2011. Forty-two
percent of the plantings are
described as in fair shape, the
same as last week.
Farmers who might normally irrigate in such circumstances
worry about low water levels in
the rivers and reservoirs they
use, and many are hoping for
snow to ease the situation. But
it would take a lot. About 20
inches of snow equals just an
inch of actual water, and many
areas have rain deficits of a foot
or more.
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Licensed Irrigator with over 30 years experience.

(806) 585-6505
www.diversityirrigation.com
2023 FM 1698 • Brownfield, TX 79316
LIC 2388

(Hwy 62/82 & FM 1698 Intersection)

THANK YOU

Kelsey Salmon & Kent Moore

NELSON PHARMACY
805 Tahoka Rd

637-3533

Need new
Outdoor
Christmas Lights?
CUSTOM CUT WIRE
from your measurements
-- C-9 Wire (Red/Green/Blue/Clear Bulbs) --- LED Lights • Shingle Tabs --- Yard Stakes • -- Magnetic Clips -Drop off your old Christmas lights
to be donated to the
Boys & Girls’ Club of Brownfield
to be used to decorate the

CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK
December 14-15

Check out our Christmas items too!

brownfieldonline.com
Try our site for FREE
this THANKSGIVING.
Now through November 25, 2012

It’s our way of saying
THANK YOU to you, our readers.

206 West Main • 806-637-0902

Local News
State/Regional News

Keep shoppers
interested in your
products and services.
Advertise in the pages
of the Brownfield News

BROWNFIELD NEWS
806.637.4535

Search
Local Calendar

Place Classified ads
online 24/7
Leave comments
Opinion Polls
24/7/265

If you currently subscribe
to the Brownfield News in print,
you can receive an
online subscription for
only $5 more per year.

