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Community News

Alzheimer drug shows some promise in mild disease
MARILYNN MARCHIONE,
AP Chief Medical Writer
BOSTON (AP) — Combined
results from two studies of an
experimental Alzheimer’s drug
suggest it might modestly slow
mental decline, especially in
patients with mild disease.
Taken separately, the studies
on the drug — Eli Lilly & Co.’s
solanezumab — missed their
main goals of significantly slowing the mind-robbing disease
or improving activities of daily
living. But pooled results found
34 percent less mental decline
in mild Alzheimer’s patients
compared to those on a fake
treatment for 18 months.
Doctors called the results
encouraging although probably

not good enough to win approval of the drug now, without
another study to confirm there
is a benefit. Investors were more
enthused, driving Lilly’s stock up
about 5 percent on Monday and
about 19 percent since August,
when the company described
the results in general terms.
Detailed results were revealed
for the first time Monday at an
American Neurological Association conference in Boston.
“It’s certainly not the home
run we all wanted, but we’re very
encouraged by these results,”
said Maria Carillo, chief science
officer for the Alzheimer’s Association, which had no role in
the research.
Dr. Stephen Salloway, an
Alzheimer’s expert at Brown

YVONNE FRANKS
February 20, 1937 - October 7, 2012
Services for Frances Yvonne Franks, 75,
of Brownfield will be at 2pm, Wednesday,
October 10, 2012 at Calvary Baptist Church
in Brownfield with Rev. Mark McMillan and
Don Ragland officiating. Burial will follow in
Resthaven Memorial Park in Lubbock.
There will be a family visitation at the Brownfield Funeral Home on Tuesday from 6-8pm.
Yvonne went to be with her Lord on Sunday, October 7, 2012
in Lubbock. She was born February 20, 1937 to G.W. and Susie
Snow. She was the youngest girl of nine children. Yvonne married
John Riley Franks on June 7, 1955 in Brownfield. She was a lifelong Brownfield resident. She is preceded in death by a grandson,
Trevor Riley in 1996.
Yvonne is survived by her husband of 57 years, John Franks
of Brownfield; 2 daughters, Dana Franks and Sonya Riley and
husband Jacky all of Lubbock; 2 sisters, Opal Williams of Brownfield and Willa Dean Holt of Hobbs, NM; a brother, Roy Snow
of Midlothian; grandchildren, Heath Riley, D’Nika and Justin Edwards, Coley and Gayle Riley all of Lubbock; great grandchildren,
Trevor, II and Paris Riley, Alexis and Presley Edwards, Trevin and
Gunner Riley.
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations to Operation
Hope, 4219 34th Street, Lubbock, TX 79410.

University, agreed.
“It’s exciting to see that there
may be clinical benefit,” he said,
but it is modest and may not
make a difference in how well
patients live — what matters
most to them and their families,
he said.
About 35 million people
worldwide have dementia, and
Alzheimer’s is the most common
type. In the U.S., about 5 million have Alzheimer’s. Current
medicines such as Aricept and
Namenda just temporarily ease
symptoms. There is no known
cure.
Solanezumab (sol-ah-NAYZuh-mab) is one of three drugs in
late-stage testing that seek to alter
the course of the disease. Results
on one drug were disappointing,
and results of the other won’t be
ready until early next year.
Solanezumab aims to bind to
and help clear the sticky deposits
that clog patients’ brains. The two
studies each had about 1,000
patients, about two-thirds with
mild disease and one-third with
moderately severe Alzheimer’s,
in 16 countries. Their average
age was 75.
The main measures were two
tests — one reflecting language,
memory and thinking and the
other, ability to perform daily activities such as eating and grooming. The combined results on the
mild disease patients showed a
nearly 2-point difference in the
roughly 90-point score on thinking abilities. Previous studies suggest that a change of 3 to 4 on the
score is needed to show a clinical
benefit, like an improvement in
how well patients can take care
of themselves.
“It’s a small difference,” Dr.
Rachelle Doody of Baylor College of Medicine said of the
drug’s effect. She heads a nationwide research network funded by
the National Institute on Aging

that did an independent analysis
of Lilly’s results on the studies
and presented them Monday at
the conference.
Still, “you slow the decline”
with the drug, she said.
Independent experts cautioned that the improvement was
small, and needs to be verified
in another study.
“I hate to get too enthusiastic
... there’s a flicker of a signal” of
benefit, but less than what some
other once-promising treatments
showed, said Dr. Sam Gandy,
head of Alzheimer’s disease
research at Mount Sinai School
of Medicine in New York.
Dr. Ronald Petersen, director
of Alzheimer’s research at the
Mayo Clinic, called the drug’s
effect “subtle” and said it may
mean just that “somebody remembers one extra word out
of a 15-word list” without any
real improvement in how well
they live.
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NATIONAL FLEA MARKET OF LUBBOCK

Are you ready for a fun-filled shopping experience? Bring the whole family out to NATIONAL FLEA
MARKET OF LUBBOCK located at 1808 Clovis Road in Lubbock, phone (806) 744-4979. You will enjoy
browsing and looking at the items from various venders and booth renters. NATIONAL FLEA MARKET OF
LUBBOCK is a bargain hunter’s paradise. They have everything from new and used furniture, lamps, wall
decorations, clothing, electronics and many other items. They have an endless selection for antique lovers,
and if you are looking to make a business out of your hobby, NATIONAL FLEA MARKET OF LUBBOCK has
inexpensive booth rentals. Call (809) 744-4979 for reservations and space area availability.
The editors of this 2012 Area's Best Business Review and Reference Guide, suggest that if you
are looking to purchase or sell NATIONAL FLEA MARKET OF LUBBOCK is the place to start.
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The drug, if ever approved,
is likely to be expensive, and
that means “we need more evidence” of its benefit to justify its
use, Petersen said.
Encouragingly, solanezumab
had few side effects. About 1
percent of people on the drug
had some chest pain from reduced blood flow to the heart.
There were few cases of worrisome brain swelling and small
bleeding in the brain, an effect
that caused concern with another experimental Alzheimer’s
drug, bapineuzumab by Pfizer
Inc. and Johnson & Johnson’s
Janssen Alzheimer Immunotherapy unit.
That drug failed to help patients in two late-stage studies
announced last month, but did
show signs of hitting its target
and clearing deposits from the
brain.
The Lilly drug seems to be
safer, and that is an advantage,
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CONCERT
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• Triple L Band
• Clayton Burrows w/ Chris Huff
• Terry County Strings
• Pickn’ on the Plains (from SPC)
• The Greenlees
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said Dr. Norman Relkin, head of
a memory disorders program at
New York-Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell Medical Center.
“There is some cause for
encouragement here. It’s not the
magnitude we’d like to see” but
certainly warrants further studies
on the drug, he said.
Relkin heads testing of the
third drug in late-stage development — Gammagard, by Baxter
International Inc. Results are
expected early next year.
Meanwhile, Dr. Eric Siemers,
senior medical director for Lilly,
said the company will discuss its
results and next steps with the
Food and Drug Administration.
Lilly shares closed up $2.55,
or 5.3 percent, to $50.78. During the day they peaked at
$50.94, their highest price since
April 2008. (This is also their
highest closing price since that
month.) The shares are up 19.8
percent since August 24.

